
Dr, H, Frasnkel-Conrat, 
The TTirurs Laboratory, 
University of California, 
BERKELEY 
California, U.S .A, 20th Apr i l ,  1956, 

Dear 'DT a Fraenkel-Conrat ? 

Very many thanks for the l a t e s t  Hg-protein. 
not seem t o  have such a strong tendency t o  dlsaggregats as 
the previous preparation, and f am quite hopef'ul of obtaining 
a wslllorientated specimen from it though this  will probably 
take some time, 
repeatedly with a l i t t l e  Hg-protea solution progressively 
reduces I t s  tendency to cause disaggregation, Washing it 
with buffer does not have the same effectr 

It does 

I find tha t  waahbg the glass capillary 

Now may I make one nore small request before making a 
big one? 
substituted TMV protein, so that 1 can compare your Sfg-protsln 
d i rec t ly  with your protein rather than with 8Chsamm%'? 

Could you spare me a fm milligrams of your un- 

The big request concerns the v i s i t  t o  the U,S&. which 
I am hopbg t o  make this sumer* I hope t o  be able t o  
c o w  over for  two months, s tar t ing wlth the Oordan Conference in 
Junea 
wondered whether it would be possible for me t o  spsnd a few 
weeks (up t o  one month) ixl your laboratory in order t o  learn 
frons you something of the teohniqufss of handling virus material, 
Xf I d i d  this ,  one posslhle way of spendilng my t i m @  might be 
attempting t o  prepare, under yous supervision, some n w  heavy- 
atom derivative of TMO, such as would be useful in the X-ray 
work (we particularly need a heavy atom bound t o  a specif ic  s i te  
on the of the par t ic le) ,  Eawever, any alternative 
suggestion from you would be welcome, 

I should, of course, like t o  visit hrks ley ,  and X 

Perhaps f should rnentfon that  I was originally trained 
as a chemist, not a physicist! 

P e T o O o  



If you think that such a scheme would be possible, w h a t  
dates would be most convenient for you? 
be in the East for meetings in June* but do not know haw soon 
you w i l l  be returning t o  Berkeley afterwardsr 

I how that you will 

There is nothing ne# here since 1 l a s t  wrote t o  you except 
that we now have the radial  density distribution for b t h  CV4 and 
U2 strain of TMP. 
at  40 A radlus, 
positions a s  f o r  TMV but of varytng relative intensities,  

Both have, l i k e  .normal TMV, the RNA ptbak 
The protein density peaks are In the 981116) 

Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Rosalind Fragklin 


